
At a meeting of the Licensing Committee held in Allerdale House, Lonsdale Room on 
Wednesday 30 January 2013 at 10.00 am 
 

Members 
 

A H Kendall (Chairman) 
 

P Bales 
N Cockburn 
L Davies 
H Harrington 
D J T Kemp 
 

R Munby 
T North 
M G Wood 
J Wood 
 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Heslop, A Moore, 
J M Mounsey and J Mumberson. 
 
Also Present –  various members of the trade. 
 
Staff Present 
 
G Collinson, A Dennett, D Fletcher and P McKenzie. 

 
494 Minutes  

 
The minutes of the Licensing Committee meeting held on Tuesday 20 
November 2012 were signed as a correct record. 
 
The minutes of the Licensing Panel meetings held on Wednesday 28 November 
2012, 10.00am and Wednesday 28 November 2012, 14.00pm were agreed as a 
correct record. 
 

495 Declaration of Interest  
 
7. Hackney Carriage Rank. 

Alison Dennett; Other Registrable Interest; Item 7 - Due to being a 
temporary resident on Washington Street. 

 
7. Hackney Carriage Rank. 

Councillors Bill Bacon; Peter Bales and Hilary Harrington Other 
Registrable Interests; Item 7 - Due to being members of Workington 
Town Council. 
 

496 Questions  
 
None received. 
 

497 Table of Fares  
 
The Senior Land Charges and Licensing Officer submitted a report that 
presented the current table of fares to the committee and sought consideration 
of a variation to these fares. 



 
The last variation of the table of fares by this Authority was on 1 June 2010. 
These consisted of an increase to Tariff 1 from 260 pence to 290 pence, an 
increase by 3 pence to 39 pence for each subsequent 1/5 of a mile and the 
waiting time and, extra days added to tariff 3. 
 
The officer asked members to note that due to circumstances within the office 
the usual consultation exercise with the trade had not been carried out on this 
occasion. However the fares are reviewed at the same time every year and no 
letters had been received. 
 
Recommended: 
 
1. That the Council be requested to consider that the current Table of Fares 
remains unchanged at this time. 

 
DISTANCE  

(Tariff 1) 
   
If the distance does not exceed 1.6 kilometre (1 mile) for the whole distance  290 pence 
  
If the distance exceeds 1.6 kilometre (1 mile) for the first kilometre (1 mile)  290 pence 
  
For each subsequent 0.32 (1/5th of a mile) or uncompleted part thereof   39 pence 
  
WAITING TIME 

   
For each period of three minutes or uncompleted part thereof    39 pence 
  
EXTRA CHARGES 

(Tariff 2)  
For hiring commenced between Midnight and 6.00 a.m.  PLUS 50% 

OF TARIFF 1 
  
(Tariff 3)  
All day on Bank and Public Holidays including Easter Sunday, Boxing Day and any Bank 
Holidays given in lieu of Boxing Day and to 4.00 a.m. on the day following those listed above. 
Hirings commenced between 6.00 p.m. and Midnight on Christmas Eve and New Years Eve
         PLUS  

75% OF 
TARIFF 1 

  
(Tariff 4)  
Christmas Day and New Years Day      PLUS 

100% OF 
TARIFF 1 

  
For each article of luggage conveyed outside the passenger compartment or the carriage for the 
whole distance        15 pence 
  
For each person in excess of two      50 pence 
  
  
FOULING CHARGE          £50.00 

  
  
The above rates of fare are applicable to: 
   
1. Journeys taken entirely within the Borough of Allerdale. 



2. Journeys ending outside the Borough of Allerdale where no fare or rate is 
agreed   in advance of such journeys between the hirer and the driver. 
  
2. That Council agree that the table of fares is reviewed annually as 
existing, rather than waiting for a substantial number of requests to be 
received. 

 
498 Independent Engineers Report  

 
The Senior Land Charges and Licensing Officer submitted a report which 
sought members to consider a request for the review of the independent 
engineer’s report which was required prior to licensing hackney carriage/private 
hire vehicles over five years of age. 
 
Complaints had been received regarding the effectiveness of the inspection 
because when the vehicle underwent its final test at the Council’s designated 
testing station, faults where being identified which had not been 
raised at the engineer’s inspection and the worth of such an inspection were 
being questioned. 
 
Members heard representations from a number of members of the taxi trade, 
from both those for the Engineers report and those against it.  
 
Members heard about some examples where an Independent Engineers Report 
had passed a vehicle; however the vehicle had then gone on to fail its taxi test 
or M.O.T. This lead to concern as to whether the Engineers report was doing 
the job it was meant to. This was counterbalanced, however, with examples 
where vehicles had passed their taxi test or M.O.T. every time after having an 
Independent Engineers report. 
 
Members felt that the safety of the travelling public was the most important 
factor to take into consideration when looking at this issue.  
 
P Bales moved that the Independent Engineers Report be retained. This was 
seconded by Martin Wood. 
 
A vote was taken, 10 in favour of the motion, 0 against and 1 abstention.  
 
The motion in favour of retaining the Independent Engineers report was carried.  
 
Recommended: That Council agree the Independent Engineers Report should 
remain a requirement for vehicles over the age of 5 years. 
 

499 Hackney Carriage Rank  
 
The Senior Land Charges and Licensing Officer submitted a report asking 
members to consider the responses to a consultation exercise with the hackney 
carriage trade and other parties regarding the relocation of an evening rank in 
Workington and the findings of a site visit on 20 November 2012. 
 



On the 20 November 2012 the Licensing Committee conducted a site visit to 
look at various options for the relocation of an evening rank in Workington. The 
three potential sites were Jane Street, Murray Road and Udale Street car park. 
 
It was noted that there were already 6 designated taxi ranks in the area close to 
Washington Street, however these were not often used by taxi drivers. 
 
Members considered and discussed the proposed options available to the 
committee. 
 
Members requested that the Monitoring Officer liaise with the police in regard to 
enforcement. 
 
Councillor N Cockburn moved option 3.3 of the report - Designate Udale Street 
car park as a rank after day time car parking hours.  This was seconded by 
Councillor M Wood. 
 
A vote was taken, 9 in favour of option 3.3 of the report - Designate Udale 
Street car park as a rank after day time car parking hours, 2 against. 
 
The motion in favour of option 3.3 of the report - Designate Udale Street car 
park as a rank after day time car parking hours was carried. 
 
Recommended: That Council agree to option 3.3 of the report - Designate 
Udale Street car park as a rank after day time car parking hours. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 11.00 am 


